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Standing as Paupers, Standing with the Klal

Rav Avrohom Noach Taplin

- A shmuess delivered Erev Selichos, Parshas Nitzavim-Vayelech

SELICHOS open with ©%197 nwa 119 787 /7 9%, and the
tone never lets up. WX3 0% N¥n XY WAY 75 NY PR. XY
"M 0% nnTny. oovTor ovIys o°pPDIT O TWW. Say the
leshonos slowly and there is no way around it: before we
have asked for a single thing, we have told the Ribbono shel
Olam exactly who we are — paupers, with nothing in hand.

Chazal built the entire avodah of Rosh Hashanah on it. The
Gemara in 279 b MW7 WX DIVYND 0PN AW T 9
19102 — a year that begins poor ends rich. What is a poor
beginning? Rashi: 937% mwn wxI2 owa pEy Pow “Rww
nem omnn. And Tosfos tells us why it works: Tinnw
D'BW 19 OPYY 1PRRan 13w 03 0w YR,

That is the whole cheshbon. Rachamim is for the rash. The
week of Selichos before Rosh Hashanah is not a warm-up; it
is the avodah of becoming, in earnest, dalim v'reikim.

Mei’idach gisa, a person can think to himself:  am not such
a fallen person. After all, what is the ikar din of Rosh
Hashanah about? It is about kvod Shamayim.

The Zohar takes up the pasuk in Iyov, 12 812" D7 "™
03IN2 WS 03 X127 Yy 23N o°pYRA. Rashi there tells us
what day it was: %71 Bawi WX 0971 1R, And the Zohar asks
what /71 ¥ 28»nAY% can mean — "»»p ‘7 % *51? Rather, it is
speaking of the moment when they stand in din, and it
identifies the very first din, the one that contains all the rest:

7172 X219 ARDTR RPT— R1T LY 1P PRI ROYWA
X9T IRMI,RIT T2 RWTIPT ROWY PP RYT RIT RN
W X927 RIT XM 297 X 57172991 RDPONRD PRV
RYIR2 o0 XDT X TP XOWT KIpO?

Everything else is pratim. The klal hadin, the single point
around which the entire din is ringed, is kavod — kvod
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, kvod haTorah, kvod talmidei
chachamim, and the daagah that Shem Shamayim not be
mechulal.

Here the ben Torah has his question, and it is a fair one.
What does this mean? I give my whole life to this. [ am up at
four o’clock every morning. I push gashmiyus to the side. I
sitand learn the entire day. Is that not kvod haTorah? Is that
not being magbir kvod Shamayim? If this is the ikar din —
then what exactly do I have to worry about? Dalim, reshim
— where do I fit into that language? A person can certainly
think this way.

And this is what a person has to remember.

Look at the gedolei hador of every generation, and see
how they understood how low they stood.

Moshe Rabbeinu, adon hanevi'im. HaKadosh Baruch Hu
tells him: I am sending you to Mitzrayim to redeem My
people. And Moshe answers, Bbwn 9°3 X3 n%w. The Ramban
explains the words: send whomever You will send — [ am
the worst possible shliach, and anyone You choose will be
better than I.

Is that how one speaks to the Ribbono shel Olam? “I am
the worst”? Did Moshe Rabbeinu genuinely hold that he was
the lowest of men?

Moshe Rabbeinu himself supplies the answer, in the
tefillah we say every Shabbos, nwn% n%sn: 9ox 1y ¥ »
IHI3Y ThRTDI. Rashi: 1985 o'oyn ooma — IOX 1Y ¥ —in
the seventy or eighty years a person is given — 2% 9% m3p*
TIYn X791 o 1Y NI%. To acquire a heart that knows what
o% 1 is takes a lifetime of work. And Rashi continues on the
second half of the pasuk: 75 ,X71 ADRW oW — NI2Y ORI
QRVINA 15 Y51 AP NIV

The Sforno sharpens it: "X ,7wnY Y739 Iy Ny MM
9% 397 WK 7207 Y793 205 IMIX wIw. The measure of the anger
is the measure of the King who was defied. Consider how
much yirah is fitting before the Melech Malchei HaMelachim
— and then consider what it means when a 7129 I%sw 7°712
sins before Him.
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D93y ORI
The extent of one’s yirah before Hashem is the extent of one’s din.

This is 092y 90x9°91. As much yirah as there is before the
Ribbono shel Olam, that much 9n9ay there is. Moshe
Rabbeinu spent an entire lifetime on 998 1 ¥91° °»; he
grasped the gadlus of the Ribbono shel Olam. And precisely
because of that — n%wn $°a X1 A%Ww. [ am truly not ra’uy. The
smallest, subtlest chet he had ever committed, he
understood in its full enormity.

The Radak on the pasuk says it in so many words: X7 71251
by ,'1?31'73 3 TO9aY 12 OTR2 TOXRIW 3725 D Q°KI17 NIK D 2OK TV
$7I0KR °122 90K 127.0YD RLAPWD N JHI2Y XI2AD 19y, IR
WIpX "a1pa.

This is the pshat in HaKadosh Baruch Hu being oy p7p4n
o°p*3%. It is not arbitrary strictness. Precisely because you
give so much to the Ribbono shel Olam, precisely because
you are so mechabed Him, you understand His gadlus — and
therefore you are the one who must understand Jn72y. The
ben Torah’s question turns on its head: the closer a person
stands to kvod Shamayim, the more he understands how
much pachad there ought to be, and the more the language
of dalim v’reikim is his own. That is Moshe Rabbeinu saying,
in all sincerity, “I am the worst person possible.”

One further point, a poshute pshat in Parshas Nitzavim —
indeed the whole parsha turns on it: P22 92°p%x 7% nyInoIn
91°33%1 91%. Rashi brings the Gemara that Klal Yisrael are 0729y
12 17,

Rav Aharon Kotler, in 1978 29 n3wn, has several ma’amarim
on this: the arvus is not only l'inyan onshin. It carries a
chiyuv to feel the tzar of another Yid. He brings from the
mekubalim, from the Ramak, that nishmas Yisrael is one —
in the shoresh haneshamos it is all a single whole. It follows
that another’s tzar is my tzar. For reasons of His own
cheshbonos, the Ribbono shel Olam placed it upon him; but
a person cannot say, “It has nothing to do with me.”

Rav Aharon brings the Gemara in 7% 87> n*vn:

MW PRI AN IAR WDI W PUIIW YRIWOW 012 : 7337 1N
T127%7 M WPDW 737 219D : DMINIRI QIRY 12 PIYRY DWW 1R
,2IWRI MW MYAW 7972 : TR R2IN MDY DML IR IR —
TWIY ORI SWDI Y 217w INWRI IR N0 ToR DIXR MK IR
LIRE LINWY P2 3197, A00WY PIWW 7371 IR 2097 1YY L]0

OX :MIXIX /77 TR 79301 2717702 2200 71 ... ] MINWI w32 710K
7INI2N 7Y 037 AT NV 191

And here Rav Aharon makes a gevaldige diyuk. This same
pasuk — im0 7Y 05% 7173 197 ID79° OX NINIX /7 23N 79I —
is the pasuk the Gemara at the end of &»y (X”¥ 378) brings for
the 71995 ’,71‘7’!1 9, for the most severe of all: chillul Hashem,
which is not mechupar by teshuvah, nor by Yom Kippur, nor
by yissurim — only 13030 9.

So one who does not join in the tzar of the tzibbur — his
onesh is more severe than chayavei kerisos, more severe

DMOWN 5919 @ kollelmashkimim.org kollelImashkimim@czys.org

@ 848.210.7078

than chayavei misos beis din?! Rav Aharon calls it a davar
nifla:
L7128 YR WO IPRY 0 Dy i 1Mya,RI7ANd 1% "n
927775177 D2 NIN°R 2 111 NN 2NN AWRY 7770 INI80W

Yy DM WLt WwuaY 21na Y13 11ann? RN Y nan
Nx¥7

What is the bi'ur hadevarim? Perhaps this: it too is a chillul
Hashem. Rav Aharon brings the Gemara in X”¥ vn 7170
that when a Yid is in tzar, the Shechinah is in tzar — ’:'7,7
W1 ’J’?p ,WRIM. And it does not concern me? One has to
understand that the shleimus of Klal Yisrael exists only when
all of Klal Yisrael stands together: J%» 111w°a %™ — only
SR waw I oy WRY foRN12. When the tzibbur is in tzar,
kvod Shamayim itself is diminished, because the entire
ma’alah of Klal Yisrael is that the whole tzibbur stand
b’shleimus. If that does not bother me — if kvod Shamayim
does not touch me — that too is a chillul Hashem.

Al kol panim, there is so much tzar — what is going on in
Eretz Yisrael, the bnei Torah, the redifos, the parnassah, and
so many cholei Yisrael. When we say 91°3v2 1iX9 in Shemoneh
Esrei, Rashi in 27y 172 7%*an tells us we are not speaking of the
geulah sheleimah, but of the tzaros that are 9°nan nyinmn, that
arise constantly. It should hurt.

And closer to home. In Lakewood, in our own city, some
fifty girls, nebach, have no school — fourteen-year-olds from
fine homes who already speak of themselves as a nothing, a
nobody. Girls are graduating seminary by the thousands,
baruch Hashem, and in a few short years half of them will be
without shidduchim. And for the rest of us it is *ws1 7°%¥ ny>w
— my child is in school, my child has a shidduch, I have
already made a chasunah. It does not touch me.

This is a tremendous tzar; be margish it. 1°3¥2 7187 — the
oni that exists within Klal Yisrael. And when we go on to say
1an%*sn NX 11¥739 o°PRMa Yapy 1°%y o7 0IR, mean it for all of
Klal Yisrael, for the so many who are in tzar over refuah,
parnassah, shidduchim, kavod.

To be margish in Klal Yisrael is a gevaldige, gevaldige
hatzalah, and it works in the other direction as well: a person
becomes an ish klali. Rav Shmuel Rozovsky, at the end of
SR 17995, brings in the name of Rav Yisrael Salanter — and
the 977°%% 2% brings the same as he heard it from the Alter —
that the tzibbur is assured, while the yachid stands in
sakanah. But to the extent that a person makes himselfan ish
haklali — he worries for Klal Yisrael, he davens for Klal
Yisrael, he does for Klal Yisrael both b’gashmiyus and
b’ruchniyus — he is b’toch hatzibbur. His mishpat is the
mishpat of the tzibbur, and that is a far, far lighter din.

This, l'aniyus da’ati — and I speak to myself — is
something we can take upon ourselves, at least a little, in
davening: 1312 x1. Look at the oni of Klal Yisrael; look at
the tzar. And with that, may we all be zocheh to a 12°n5
120 an°Nn.
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